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Future Armies, FutureChallenges: Land Warfare inthe Information Age
Michael Evans, Russell Parkin & AlanRyan

Reviewed by Professor Jeffrey Grey
There is an art to editing conference proceedings,which too often when published are less than the sumof  the i r  pa r t s .  They  of ten  da te  qu ick ly,  and  Isometimes wonder, in the age of the Internet, whycommercial publishers continue to bother with them.This volume is a refutation of that observation, notleast because of the care and skill of the editors, whohave ensured that the chapters were current as couldbe to the time of publication, and who clearly haveguided the contributors to that end. The volumecontains the proceedings of the 2001 Chief of ArmyLand Warfare Conference, and could not be moretimely. It draws on writers from Australia, Britain,France and the United States and divides neatly intothree ,  connected sect ions .  These  deal  wi th  thechanging nature of conflict, likely future challenges,and recent operational lessons.There is much here to interest readers of Defender,the chapters by Ralph Peters on the West�s future foesand Roger Spiller on operations in urban areas beingespecially interesting. Many will probably turn mostreadily to the chapters that address specificallyAustralian concerns, and here again there is much toconsider. The contributions by Hugh Smith, AlanRyan and Michael Evans stand out from a strong field.The first looks at the issues and problems currentlyfacing the ADF, and notes the very different culturalenvironment in which it must operate today comparedwi th  tha t  which  faced  ea r l i e r  genera t ions  o fAustralians. Put simply, Australia is a different placefrom what it was forty years ago, but in many respectsthe ADF continues to reflect that earlier Australia.He  no tes  the  need  to  re in force  no t ions  o fprofessionalism, not least through a greater emphasison higher education for the officer corps, and byimplication the need for the ADF to take professionalmilitary education as seriously as it takes training,which at present is not the case. The chapter alsoincludes an excellent analysis of the former ReadyReserve (RRes) scheme, abolished in 1996 with toolit t le thought and understanding of i ts potentialbenefits in an era of demographic, economic andsocial change, and of consecutive, multiple andsimultaneous ADF deployments.

Alan Ryan�s chapter on coalition operations drawson recent experience in Cambodia and East Timor,and is likewise concerned with cultural issues andtheir implications for the success or otherwise ofoperating in a multinational military environment.These challenges are much more acute for armies thanfor air or naval forces because of the dominance ofthe human factor  over the platform in the landenvironment. In the conclusion to the book, whichhe also wrote, Ryan notes succinctly on this themethat �high explosive, however smartly delivered, is apoor tool for resolving those cases of conflict thatres ide  in  the  human hear t � .  The  con t inu ingrequirement for sufficient numbers of highly trainedand educated, and properly equipped, ground forceswithin the ADF is a point that can not be made oftenenough in the face of a strategic argument that haslong since passed into the realm of theology.A short summary will not do justice to MichaelEvans�  chapter  on  the  changes  in  the  secur i tyenvironment that have taken place since the early1990s, resulting in what he terms �a globalised yetdeeply fragmented world�. For my money, Evans isthe most interesting, and certainly the most erudite,writer on defence matters currently publishing in thiscountry. His prose has a force and an elegance largelylacking  in  the  pol i t ica l  sc ien t i s t s  and  defencecommentators elsewhere. Evans� writings generallyare a model for Hugh Smith�s broader point about theneed to encourage greater intellectual r igour indefence debates in Australia, both those in public and,even more so, those conducted within Defence itself.The book is a valuable and timely contribution tothe public debate of defence issues. It is essentialreading for any policy maker seeking to contributeto the formulation of Australian defence policy andstrategy. Future Armies, Future Challenges is alsoessential reading for anyone genuinely interested inthe intellectual and professional foundations forconfiguring and sustaining the Australian Army. u
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