
Defender  Spring 2003

t

Howard�s War
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Reviewed by Neil James
The Army�s Command and Staff College (C&SC)was based at Fort Queenscliff in Victoria from 1946until it merged with the new Joint Command andSta ff  Co l lege  in  Canber ra  in  2000 .  For tQueenscliff �s tertiary-level course was one of thebest in the world and its Australian defence andstrategic studies components were particularly wellstructured. Near the end of the course each yearthree academics or prominent commentators wouldbe  inv i t ed  to  p rov ide  the i r  pe r spec t ives  onAustralia�s future from the left, centre and right ofthe political spectrum respectively.Al i son  Broinowski ,  a  re t i red  d ip lomat  andsometime academic, occasionally presented the left-wing view when other champions of the Left, suchas Professor Joe Camilleri, were unavailable. It is atribute to the Australian Army that its intellectualand professional integrity enabled C&SC studentsto have such experiences. This could be contrastedqui te  d i s t inc t ly  wi th  the  p ronounced  lack  o fdiversi ty or  balance in many other  Austral ianuniversity courses�and in many books ostensiblyon the subject of Australia�s national security.Books written before or just after the shooting

has ended are rarely good journalism, perceptivecommenta ry  o r  memorab le  h i s to ry.  Al i sonBroinowski�s polemic, Howard�s War, reinforcesthis rule although it is at least broadly consistentwith the politely couched but dogmatic views shefirst espoused at Fort Queenscliff over a decade ago.A few parts of the book make some attempt atacademic-style rigour but this is almost invariablymarred by the general tone of shrill and unleavenedcondemnation, and by its continual deployment offlawed assumptions with no attempt at objectivityor balance. If you hate John Howard, or indeed anyright of centre Australian politician since World WarII, you should relish this book for its subjectivity.Howard�s War is based on an underlying and notalways unspoken assumption that the USA andespecially its current government are always �thebaddies�, and that Australia�s alliance with the USis both completely wrong strategically and utterlyimmora l .  Her  book  regurg i t a tes  mos t  o f  thesimplistic and tired old anti-American prejudicescommon in Australian undergraduate discoursesince the early 1950s.You  rea l ly  have  to  wonder  whe ther  MrsBroinowski�s views have matured since the days ofthe anti-Vietnam moratorium marches. This bookoffers no real alternative proposals for Australiannational security policy. There are some ephemeralsuggestions of appeasement and moral isolationism,especial ly  in  her  views about  accommodat ingterrorism by Islamic extremists rather than fightingit. Many would also quibble with her position thatwhile Iraq is now free of its despotism this is nomoral or other justification, secondary or otherwise,for Australian participation.Other critics of John Howard�s decision to jointhe  �Coal i t ion of  the  Wil l ing�  over  I raq havemounted cogent and sustained arguments to supportthe  genera l  proposi t ion .  I t  can  be  done i f  anobjective effort is made and this book is especiallydisappointing for the lack of effort  and rigourapplied. Her argument that Australia�s alliance withthe US makes us a target for Islamic terrorists issimply shallow. Others have made far better attemptsand have avoided the whiff of moral cowardice whenso doing.Howard�s War is the type of book read by onlyfour groups of people. First, are reviewers who haveto read it. Second, are close family members of theauthor. Third, are those who simply want theirpolitical prejudices massaged to climax. The finalg roup  a re  those  who  read  such  in te l l ec tua lcowardice and tripe to keep their disgust fresh.
Alison Broinowski, �Howard�s War�, Scribe Publications,Carlton, 2003, soft cover, 144pp, RRP $19.95.

1990s  to  e ffec t ive ly  remove  the  l eg i s l a t iverestrictions on its employment.Dayton McCarthy�s The Once and Future Armyis a solid, truly analytical and optimistic appraisalof why the Australian Army should value its reservecomponent. The book should be compulsory readingfor any officer before taking up sub-unit command ineither the regular or reserve components of the Army.It is essential reading for any Australian who needs toform a view or make a decision on whether we needan Army Reserve.
Dayton McCarthy, �The Once and Future Army: A Historyof the Citizen Military Forces 1947-1974�, Oxford UniversityPress, South Melbourne, 2003, casebound and jacketed,303pp, RRP $55.00.
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