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was a national triumph for Canada, a more auspiciouscoming of age than the mismanaged landings at Gallipolihad been for Australia�. It is almost as if he is implyingthat the mismanagement was the Australian�s fault. Lateragain, Canadian participation in the �100 days� in 1918 isbriefly mentioned but the Australians do not figure at all.In fact from this book you would hardly know thatAustralians fought on the Western Front. The vitalcontribution of Anzac troops to the Palestine and Syriancampaigns is also ignored.The final two chapters covering the situation from thetreaty of Brest-Litovsk in March 1918 onwards reflectresearch and thought outside traditional Anglo-centrichistorical patterns. Professor Strachan�s theme of a trulyglobal struggle allows him to give full rein to examiningthe problems of coalition warfare, especially those facedby the Central Powers, rather than the traditionalconcentration on Germany�s worsening weakness andeventual disintegration. His discussion of the benefitsenjoyed by the allies being a coalition of relative equals, atleast in contrast to their opponents, is very well done. Henotes that the number of allies kept growing throughoutthe war in both numbers and global spread, but that afterBulgaria, in September 1915, no country sided with theCentral Powers.Although it has faults, Professor Hew Strachan�s TheFirst World War is a book that will be sought after bygenerations of history students and general readers seekinga wide-ranging, well-written and generally well-arguedsummary of the complex international struggle that shapedthe modern world. u
Hew Strachan, �The First World War: A New Illustrated History�,Simon & Schuster, Sydney, 2003, casebound and jacketed,360pp, RRP $49.95.

The Third Force: ANGAU�s NewGuinea War 1942�46
Alan Powell

Reviewed by Michael O�Connor
Arguably, the most ubiquitous and perhaps the mostneglected unit of the Australian Army�s World War II New

Guinea campaigns was the Australian New GuineaAdministrative Unit (ANGAU). The Army History Unitdeserves commendation for sponsoring this latest, excellentvolume in the Australian Army History Series, especiallyas at a time when the need for a modern civil affairscapability in the ADF is readily apparent.Alan Powell is Emeritus Professor of History at theNorthern Territory University. His other contributions toAustralian military history have included the highlyregarded War by Stealth, a study of Australians in the AlliedIntelligence Bureau.At the outbreak of the Pacific War, Australiaadministered two territories in New Guinea quite separately.Papua was an Australian territory, acquired from Britainin 1906 and maintained at absolutely minimal cost to theAustralian taxpayer. The Territory of New Guinea had beencaptured from Germany in 1914 and was administered as aLeague of Nations Mandate. Thanks to large golddiscoveries and an expatriate-controlled plantation industry,New Guinea was wealthier but was administered mainlyin the interests of the expatriate community. The PapuanAdministration was largely indifferent to the expatriatecommunity and pursued a remarkably benevolent andpaternalistic policy towards the Papuan community; in NewGuinea, the reverse was generally the case.History tells us that Australia and the Army in particularwere quite unprepared for the Japanese challenge in PapuaNew Guinea. This was certainly true of the two civiladministrations. In New Guinea�as with the small Rabaulgarrison�a sauve qui peut mentality prevailed. Anexcessively legalistic policy promptly disarmed the civilpolice and, in many cases, simply abandoned them.In Papua, a clash between the civil administration andthe Army led to the dismissal of the former and theestablishment of martial law. Some of the field personnelof the Administration were told that they were out of a job;others were simply ignored.For its part, the Army with no experience of militarygovernment had made no preparations for administeringa population assumed to number some hundreds ofthousands, many of them in enemy-controlled territory.Its most urgent task was to stem the Japanese advancein country largely beyond vehicular transport. For this,they needed labourers (carriers) to logistically supportthe trained troops and supplies that were slowlybeginning to trickle in to Port Moresby.The 8th Military District Commander was Major GeneralBasil Morris, a regular gunner not very highly regardedby his peers. Morris did, however, try to make a silk pursefrom a very tatty sow�s ear. Part of the manufacturingprocess was to establish ANGAU.ANGAU�s priority task was to recruit labourers tocarry for the Army. Somewhat to its surprise, the Armyfound that the transport infrastructure of the New Guineaof 1942 was almost totally unfamiliar with the internalcombustion or steam engine.  Supply from, andevacuation to, bridgeheads, airheads and roadheads forthe forces in contact with the enemy depended upon the
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broad backs and stamina of thousands of ill-nourished,poorly clothed, usually unpaid and overworked Papuansand New Guineans. These were normally conscripted ina fairly ruthless process that ANGAU was only slowlyable to ameliorate as the emergency diminished.Powell suggests that this labour conscription wasunfair if only because the people of Papua New Guineaowed little or no loyalty to Australia. That may be but itcan also be said that Australia owed an obligation ofjust treatment to the people of Papua New Guinea andthat defeating the Japanese was the best way to achievethat objective. Indeed, this is the strongest argument forthe late war operations in the northwest, New Britainand Bougainville, criticised by many as unnecessary andwasteful. Powell�s discussion of the loyalty question issubstantial and well balanced.After the Japanese defeats in Papua, ANGAU steadilydeveloped as a broad-based military government. Powellnotes that the labour administration section alwaysaccounted for around half of ANGAU�s total strength of366 officers and 1660 other ranks, not including the 2700strong police or the still larger indigenous labour force.ANGAU was also responsible for such tasks as civillaw enforcement, district administration, health servicesand coastal shipping. Many of the key personnel,especially in the District Services Branch, were formeradministration officials but, equally, many were drawnfrom volunteers sought from Army units.The District Services personnel - the �kiaps� - andtheir colleagues of the Royal Papuan Constabulary whobest knew the country and its peoples were increasinglydrawn into active military operations against theJapanese as advisers, scouts and guides. ANGAU waspartly responsible for the administration of the alphabetsoup of irregular units that operated in enemy-occupiedterritory. Indeed, many of the personnel were sointerchangeable that some of my own superiors in post-war PNG freely admitted that they were never quite surewhom they worked for at any given time.Powell describes a wide range of ANGAU operationsas well as devoting two excellent chapters to ANGAU�speople, one on the Australians and the other on the PapuaNew Guineans. He touches only briefly on the role ofColonel Alf Conlon�s Directorate of Research and CivilAffairs, an organisation that played the principal role inestablishing the comparatively radical post-war nationalpolicy for Papua New Guinea as a single entity. This is apity but it may well have been considered outside the scopeof his study. Nonetheless, the job was done largely by theArmy under the benevolent direction of the Commander-in-Chief, General Blamey, often in spite of the traditionalpolitical indifference to Papua New Guinea. From theArmy�s perspective, this study of ANGAU reinforces thenot well-understood view that ending the fighting does notguarantee the peace.Professor Powell has given us an excellent and balancedstudy of a unit that was as well known as any to those whoserved in New Guinea but the scope of whose operations

was seriously under-estimated, both at the time and since. u
Alan Powell, �The Third Force: ANGAU�s New Guinea War1942�46�, Oxford University Press, Melbourne, 2003,casebound and jacketed, 292pp, $55.00.
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D-Day: The Greatest Invasion�A People�s History
Dan Van Der Vat

Reviewed by Dr Malcolm Kennedy
In the early hours of 6 June 1944, the gunfire from 700warships signalled the arrival of a force of 5,000 ships, 8,000aircraft, 130,000 men and 20,000 vehicles off the coast ofFrance. The invasion of Nazi occupied Europe had begun.Operation Overlord, which took years in the planning andcreating, was at last launched across the beaches of Normandy.Even with the massive military force brought to bear thelodgement hung in the balance. At the end of the first twenty-four hours�the �longest day��the fate of Western Europehad been tipped towards freedom.Only the application of massive military, economic andlogistical force was able to wage war sufficiently powerful todestroy the vile Nazi regime and bring peace to Europe oncemore. The stakes were enormous. This was a key turning pointin world history.If the invasion failed an unacceptable consequence wouldhave been a long and increasingly bloody campaign throughItaly into Germany; and if the German eastern armiescollapsed, there was the highly probable advance of Stalin�sdictatorial regime into Western Europe. This would have meantthe replacement of one murderous tyranny with another. Afailure on D-Day would have probably added another year tothe war. Dan Van Der Vat has produced a magnificent tributeto the men and women who filled the widest imaginable rolesin the preparation and execution of the invasion of Europe.This book revitalises our knowledge and understanding of D-Day and prepares us for the sixtieth anniversary of the daythat changed the fate of millions of people.The author has produced a well-written text, a superbcollection of black and white and colour photographs, clearmaps, paintings, interviews, an index, bibliography, andweb sites, which make this book a fitting tribute to thosewho died and those who survived D-Day. For our part, wecan respect and celebrate their sacrifice by reading andlearning from this account.It was a drama in which the elements of nature, sea, windand sky, almost conspired to harm the passage of the greatarmada as much as the fierce resistance of the well-preparedand skilled German troops, who crouched behind their heavydefences protected by numerous ingenious devices preparedto kill or wound the invaders. Van Der Vat has provided thereader with a feast of new material, maps, diagrams, smalland novel stories, accounts of ideas and equipment, deceptions,tricks and training, all of which were brought to bear to make


