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‘Original military concepts tend to be treated with
circumspection in Canberra until they have had the stamp
of approval from US or British military thinkers.’
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• Archipelagic warfare is likely to feature strongly
in the ADF’s future.
• The complex geography and terrain of our region
favours the kind of grinding, attritional warfare
Australia cannot afford to fight.
• True amphibiousity and ‘ jointery’ are
cornerstones of an archipelagic manoeuvre warfare
approach.
• We need to establish a full-time authority for our
joint amphibious capabilities.
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‘If the Australian Government is looking for a niche
capability that is of real value to its allies, while central
to our own security, then archipelagic manoeuvre
warfare is it.’
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Perhaps elements of the UK model are
transferable to the Australian situation.
COMUKMARFOR and COMUKAMPHIBFOR are
CINCFLEET’s deployable (two-star ranked) joint
task force commanders. The former commands
blue-water operations while the latter commands
littoral operations. COMUKAMPHIBFOR has a
joint staff split fairly evenly between green and
blue uniforms. He has two subordinate one-star
commanders, Commander Amphibious Task
Group (COMATG) and Commander 3 Commando
Brigade. These one-star commanders are the
CATF and CLF as described in amphibious
command and control doctrine.
COMUKAMPHIBFOR is recognised throughout
the British defence structure as the authority,
‘owner’ and advocate of amphibious capability.
There is no ambiguity.

Given that Australian resources only run to a
battalion group-based landing force, rather than
the UK’s brigade, the Australian equivalent
st ructure  would  be set  one rank lower.
COMAUSAMPHIBFOR would be a one-star
officer and, in the absence of a Marine Corps,
would probably have to be a rotational post
between Navy and Army.  His subordinates,
CATF and CLF would therefore be a naval
captain and a colonel. This corresponds with
doctr ine  and matches the  ex ist ing
COMAUSATG structure. The CLF and his small
staff, however, would have to be created from
scratch.

The COMAUSAMPHIBFOR model is by no
means the only option and may not even be
the best. The point is that the capability needs
an owner who is not subordinated to single-
Service agendas. The capability also needs
staff who understand, in minute detail, the
interrelationship between the maritime and
land aspects  of  archipelagic  manoeuvre
operations.
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