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‘... the deficiencies in ADF regional IEDD capacity should
be remedied or the capability removed ...’
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Help us to help Australia’s Defence

The Australia Defence Association (ADA) (ABN 16 083 007 390) is
Australia’s only independent and bipartisan community watchdog on
national security issues. Membership of the Association is open to all
Australians interested in Australia’s defence and in an effective public
debate on national security issues.
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Membership details are retained by the Association for membership purposes only and with the
strictest confidentiality. Any details you provide the Association as a member or subscriber to
Association publications will not be passed to a third party without your prior express permission.

Please select your desired subscription (all options include GST)
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Fellow of the Association—$A100 per year
As a Fellow your  support enables the Association to undertake core research, public
education and advocacy services. Fellows receive four issues of the ADA quarterly journal,
Defender , and at least eight issues of the Association’s electronic bulletin, Defence Brief .

Associate Member—$A50 per year
As an associate member your support contributes to the Association’s running costs. Associate
members receive four issues of the ADA quarterly journal, Defender.

Benefactor of the Association—$A1000 upwards per year
As a Benefactor, your generous support is fundamental to the Association being able to
undertake the full range of public interest activities. Benefactors receive four issues of the ADA
quarterly journal, Defender, at least eight issues of the Association’s electronic bulletin,
Defence Brief, and half yearly and special reports.

Institutional or Corporate subscription to ADA publications—$A100 per year
As an institutional or Corporate subscriber, you will receive four issues of our quarterly
publication, Defender, and eight issues of our monthly electronic bulletin, Defence Brief.

Annual subscription to Defender only by overseas addressees—$A65 per year

Annual subscription to Defender only by Australian libraries—$A50 per year
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Defence Materiel Organisation
Defence and Industry 2004
21-23 June 2004, National Convention Centre, Canberra
Enquiries: (02) 6265-5638 or <www.defenceindustry2004.communicationlink.com.au>

Land Warfare Studies Centre Rowell Profession of Arms Seminar
Ethics, Moral Values and the Australian Military Profession in the 21st Century
15 July 2004, Telstra Theatre, Australian War Memorial, Canberra
Enquiries: (02) 6265-9890

Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies Conference 2004
Internal Drivers for Security Policy: Looking to the Future-Australia in 2025
06 August 2004, Blamey Theatre, Australian Defence College, Canberra
Enquiries: (02) 6266-0652

Australian Defence Force Academy and Engineers Australia
Homeland Security Conference 2004, Safeguarding Australia
24-25 August 2004, National Convention Centre, Canberra
Enquiries: (02) 9420-2020 or <www.homelandsecurityconference.org.au>

Royal Australian Air Force Conference 2004
The Future of Air Power: Network-Enabled Air Forces
16-17 September 2004, National Convention Centre, Canberra
Enquiries: (02) 6287-6563

Land Warfare Conference 2004
Weapons, Webs and Warfighter
27-30 September 2004, Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre
Enquiries: (08) 8259-5455 or <www.dsto.defence.gov.au/corporate/conferences/landwarfare>

Chief of Army History Conference 2004
Battles Near and Far: Operational Deployment in Theory and Practice
14-15 October 2004, National Convention Centre, Canberra
Enquiries: (02) 6266-2744 or <www.army.gov.au/ahu/events>

Australian Institute of Professional Intelligence Officers 13th Annual Conference
Success involves more than luck. It requires intelligence
19-21 October 2004, Hilton-on-the-Park, Melbourne
Enquiries: (03) 6234-1424
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ADA members and other Defender readers may be interested in the following public conferences and activities:
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‘... Labor’s most successful prime minister
reflected frequently on the task he faced in
educating the ALP to shed its ‘ritual anti-
Americanism and pacifist naivety’.
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The estimated cost of replicating the direct defence and
intelligence capabilities Australia enjoys as a byproduct of its close
ties with the US military could be as high as $6 billion a year.
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‘... other countries know that governments in Canberra
speak with unusual insight and understanding of trends in
Washington, and can sometimes act as an intermediary.’
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‘... police have lost control of much of this vital region ...’
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‘... there are no books in the classroom, no medicine in
the hospitals; people are dying of curable diseases.’
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‘Original military concepts tend to be treated with
circumspection in Canberra until they have had the stamp
of approval from US or British military thinkers.’
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• Archipelagic warfare is likely to feature strongly
in the ADF’s future.
• The complex geography and terrain of our region
favours the kind of grinding, attritional warfare
Australia cannot afford to fight.
• True amphibiousity and ‘ jointery’ are
cornerstones of an archipelagic manoeuvre warfare
approach.
• We need to establish a full-time authority for our
joint amphibious capabilities.
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‘If the Australian Government is looking for a niche
capability that is of real value to its allies, while central
to our own security, then archipelagic manoeuvre
warfare is it.’
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Perhaps elements of the UK model are
transferable to the Australian situation.
COMUKMARFOR and COMUKAMPHIBFOR are
CINCFLEET’s deployable (two-star ranked) joint
task force commanders. The former commands
blue-water operations while the latter commands
littoral operations. COMUKAMPHIBFOR has a
joint staff split fairly evenly between green and
blue uniforms. He has two subordinate one-star
commanders, Commander Amphibious Task
Group (COMATG) and Commander 3 Commando
Brigade. These one-star commanders are the
CATF and CLF as described in amphibious
command and control doctrine.
COMUKAMPHIBFOR is recognised throughout
the British defence structure as the authority,
‘owner’ and advocate of amphibious capability.
There is no ambiguity.

Given that Australian resources only run to a
battalion group-based landing force, rather than
the UK’s brigade, the Australian equivalent
st ructure  would  be set  one rank lower.
COMAUSAMPHIBFOR would be a one-star
officer and, in the absence of a Marine Corps,
would probably have to be a rotational post
between Navy and Army.  His subordinates,
CATF and CLF would therefore be a naval
captain and a colonel. This corresponds with
doctr ine  and matches the  ex ist ing
COMAUSATG structure. The CLF and his small
staff, however, would have to be created from
scratch.

The COMAUSAMPHIBFOR model is by no
means the only option and may not even be
the best. The point is that the capability needs
an owner who is not subordinated to single-
Service agendas. The capability also needs
staff who understand, in minute detail, the
interrelationship between the maritime and
land aspects  of  archipelagic  manoeuvre
operations.
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� The highest level acceptance of a combined-
arms focus for the Army is a key milestone.
� In complex terrain, the shorter the engagement
range, the less chance a Light Armoured Vehicle
has of detecting, reacting to and surviving hostile
fire.
� US forces in Iraq are using the M1 Abrams tank
as the nucleus of their combined-arms teams.
� Of the two land components, the USMC is having
more success than the US Army in its approach to
combined-arms operations.
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‘If you are in an LAV you cannot allow the enemy to
fire first, or you will die.’
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‘For some US Army soldiers, their lack of situational
awareness leads to poor human intelligence, resulting
in raids that fail to net their intended targets, alienate
the local population and create additional casualties.’
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 It can’t happen here is number one on

the list of famous last words.

—David Crosby
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When we do not find peace within

ourselves, it is vain to seek for it elsewhere.

—Duc Francois de la Rouchefoucauld
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